
Noon Bible Study: Revelation 17 (Part 2)
Who is the lamb (Revelaton 5)? Who is the dragon? (Revelation 12:9)

There are a number of “beasts” in Revelation.  What are they most often representative of?

What do you know/remember about Har-Magedon? (Revelation 16:16)

What does “Babylon” symbolically represent in Revelation?

When we last looked at Revelation 17, our objective was to read the chapter to get a sense of what was being shown to John.  We 
read images of a “great harlot” (17:1) who was clothed in beautiful adornments and has been very effective in her trade.  She is 
drunk and gets others drunk with her immoral behavior (17: 2).  This woman is called “Babylon the Great, The Mother Of Harlots 
And the Abominations Of The Earth” (17:5).  And she’s riding on a beast.  Today we will look a little deeper at this image.

Revelation 17:1-7 - The Great Harlot

Revelation 17:15-18 - A Brief Interpretation

What is a harlot?

Merriam Webster defines “harlot” as “a person who has sex with someone in exchange for money. Prostitute.” The verb 
“prostitute” means “to offer for sexual intercourse in exchange for pay.”

Let’s consider what that means for a moment. A harlot/prostitute is offering something that is supposed to be sacred and 
beautiful within a covenant relationship for money.  She is giving people what they crave and desire without the covenant.  
Instead, she will take money and give her patrons what they desire.  She doesn’t feel shame or regret for she is getting what she 
wants - money.  And in the case of Revelation 17’s harlot, she is giving to the nations what they crave, without the covenant. 
The nations are looking for power, influence, and authority - to have power and yet not surrender to God.  To do what they 
want, the way they want. And the Babylon system is compliant. 

But the “payment” the nations give to the Babylonian Harlot is their devotion and allegiance to her way and what develops is a 
false covenant where they keep coming back to her to get what they want. Ironically they are in a covenant relationship with 
her.  She lets humans rule as long as they buy into her way of doing things.

And her way of doing things is centered in immorality, violence, pride, unclean things, blasphemy, deceit.  All of these things 
are a direct affront to God - every time a nation rules without humility or an acknowledgment of God, they are declaring their 
lack of need for or desire for God.  

And who is ultimately propping up Babylon?  What does Revelation 17 show? → The beast. & who’s propping up the beast? → The 
dragon.
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Let me say this plainly: The human institutions of this world are consistently demonstrating they don’t want to surrender to 
God. They use violence, immorality, pride and deceit to gain power and stay in power.  Each time this happens, they are making an 
alliance with the evil one - the serpent from old - who says again and again “you don’t need God.  His way is too restrictive 
and he’s holding out on you…in fact, if you listen to me, you can be like God!”  Through this vicious cycle, the devil displays 
his desire to make God look foolish and impotent.  Who appears to be running the world? The devil.  Which system seems to be 
working most effectively for sinful humans to get what their evil desires crave?  The devil’s.  So they buy in, get what they 
want and the devil gets what he wants - human allegiance and lives trapped in his slithery clutch.

The devil is like a harlot.  He gives people something that was supposed to be reserved for a covenant relationship with God in 
exchange for the payment of their devotion and dependance on him.

Q - Do you believe that the devil is influencing things in this world?  In what ways do you see this?  How do you see the devil’s 
influence in governmental and political systems?

This is not the only place the Bible speaks about the Devil’s authority.  Let’s look at a few of the ways the Bible teaches this:

The Devil Has Ownership Of The Kingdoms Of The World & Their Glory

Matthew 4:8-11 - Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their 
glory; 9 and he said to Him, "All these things I will give You, if You fall down and worship me." 10 Then Jesus said to him, 
"Go, Satan! For it is written, 'YOU SHALL WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR GOD, AND SERVE HIM ONLY.'" 11 Then the devil left Him; and 
behold, angels came and began to minister to Him.

The Devil Is The God Of This Age

2 Corinthians 4:3-4 - And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 4 in whose case the god of this 
world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who 
is the image of God.

The Greek word used for “world” is aion which means “age”.  The devil is the god of this age.

Q - What does it mean to be the “god of this age”?

The Devil Is The The Ruler Of This World

John 12:31 - "Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out. 

John 14:30 - "I will not speak much more with you, for the ruler of the world is coming, and he has nothing in Me; 

1 John 5:19 - We know that we are of God, and that the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. 

Q - What does it mean that Satan is the “ruler of this world?”
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Humans Are Ruling, But Who Has What Authority?

John 18:33-37 - Therefore Pilate entered again into the Praetorium, and summoned Jesus and said to Him, "Are You the King of 
the Jews?" 34 Jesus answered, "Are you saying this on your own initiative, or did others tell you about Me?" 35 Pilate 
answered, "I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests delivered You to me; what have You done?" 36 Jesus 
answered, "My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, then My servants would be fighting so that I 
would not be handed over to the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this realm." 37 Therefore Pilate said to Him, "So You 
are a king?" Jesus answered, "You say correctly that I am a king. For this I have been born, and for this I have come into the 
world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice."

John 19:9-12 - and he (Pilate) entered into the Praetorium again and said to Jesus, "Where are You from?" But Jesus gave him 
no answer. 10 So Pilate said to Him, "You do not speak to me? Do You not know that I have authority to release You, and I 
have authority to crucify You?" 11 Jesus answered, "You would have no authority over Me, unless it had been given you from 
above; for this reason he who delivered Me to you has the greater sin."

How Did Satan Get Authority Over The World?

Things did not begin this way.  In the beginning, God gave the authority over the earth to humans.  This was his original 
intention and design:

Genesis 1:26-28 - Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the 
fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing 
that creeps on the earth." 27 God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He 
created them. 28 God blessed them; and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; 
and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every living thing that moves on the earth."

In the garden of Eden, the devil rebelled against God and his most provocative act was to tempt Adam and Eve to sin.  When Adam 
and Eve sinned their relationship with God changed and their relationship with Satan changed.  Here’s a way to look at what 
happened.

God gave Adam and Eve everything. He blessed them and gave them authority over the earth.  They had life and goodness as they 
lived in a covenant relationship with Him.  When they were tempted by the serpent, here is what they were offered: ““you don’t 
need God.  His way is too restrictive and he’s holding out on you…in fact, if you listen to me, you can be like God!”

And Adam and Eve looked to get what they craved from the devil rather than from the one who they were in a covenant 
relationship with.  The devil in the garden was like a prostitute on the street calling out to give you something you crave 
without the covenant relationship.  She’ll give it to you if you pay her.  He’ll give it to you if you obey him.  Adam and Eve didn’t 
lose their virginity with the serpent, they lost their authority over the earth.

And from this point, with the curse infecting humans and spreading throughout the creation, humanity will continue to visit 
Satan’s brothel, generation after generation.  And the devil gets more authority and power and works through the fallen creation 
to try and build his kingdom - which is symbolized by “Babylon The Great, The Mother of Harlots And the Abominations Of The Earth”
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What Does This Mean For Us?

Having faith in Jesus and confessing him as our Lord shifts our allegiance and transforms our identity.  Paul writes that we 

“were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the 
prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience (Ephesians 2:1-2).”

He will tell the Colossians that salvation is not just a fresh start or a nice feeling that brings a more optimistic outlook on life, but 
in fact the act of God

“…rescuing us from the domain of darkness, and transfer(ing) us to the kingdom of His beloved Son…(Colossians 1:13)

God sent Jesus into the world, the literal domain of the evil prince himself to free captives, to rescue prisoners.  To save people. To 
deliver.  To save. And to pay the ransom for those who have been kidnapped and blinded by the devil.  This is a picture of salvation.  And 
now as citizens of God’s kingdom, as exiles in the strangle land, we stay faithful to our king and resist our enemy.

Ephesians 6:12 - For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the 
world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places…

For sure it means that in this world, those who confess Jesus as their Lord will have trouble.  The remaining chapters of Revelation are 
going to clearly delineate that every person is on one of only two sides - the side of the devil or the side of Christ. There is no third, 
neutral team.  You’re either a spiritual citizen of Babylon or the New Jerusalem.  Revelation 17-19 is describing the “judgment upon the 
great harlot (17:1)” and the downfall of her kingdom. Chapter 18 speaks of a great mourning that will occur by those who have aligned 
with her.  As she is crumbling, she is getting “drunk with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the witnesses of Jesus (17:6).”

Time & time again in Revelation the church has been called to “overcome” (11x). This world is not our home. If we get entangled in the 
things of this world, we’re heading towards the harlot’s house. Jesus warns his disciples about greed, worries related to this life, 
persecution, possessions, pleasures, places of power - all being threats to our journey to His Father’s Kingdom. This world is not our 
home. 

But, the devil and his system, though it is powerful and pervasive - is weak and temporal compared to the power of God Almighty.  The 
harlot babylon system seems to keep on going but she’s not a capable person.  She’s a drunk who can barely keep herself together.

We need to be awake and alert and also confident that the time is short for the devil and his rule.  Jesus has already overcome and 
given all authority in heaven and on earth from his Father.  That authority isn't just a limited authority on the earth for a short time 
- that’s universal and eternal authority.  And that’s our king and that’s our ruler.  So the ugly beast can snarl and the slimy snake 
can slither but the lamb that was slain has OVERCOME and the Lion of Judah has ROARED.

Hebrews 10:36-39 (NLT) - Patient endurance is what you need now, so that you will continue to do God's will. Then you will receive 
all that he has promised. 37 "For in just a little while, the Coming One will come and not delay. 38 And my righteous ones will live 
by faith. But I will take no pleasure in anyone who turns away." 39 But we are not like those who turn away from God to their own 
destruction. We are the faithful ones, whose souls will be saved.

Romans 16:20 - The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.
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